The Passing Of A "Failing" School
During school closure, the students tend to be more affected. They lose their place of learning, their teachers, friends, mentors and their community. Some students have studied in the school since they were in the elementary class, and closing schools is tearing down what they have grown to know as their community. When schools get closed, most of the students that tend to suffer are black students. The closure of school has been an experience for the kids who attend Wilkinsburg school located outside Pittsburg, and it's the only public high school.
Sheeren and gene Demby visit the school to interview the student and the teachers about how they feel about the school closing. In an interview with Tiana, a student who attends the school, she says she first learnt about the school closure over the internet, but she couldn't believe it. Her biggest question was where the kids were expected to go after the school closed. Her thoughts are that the school is closing since most of the students are black American, which is a thought that resides in many of the students. The school has organized with the neighbouring school to take in the students from the Wilkinsburg high school since the school doesn't have enough students and thus not enough money to run the school. The school has been running for over a century, but it's coming to a close. The student is worried about their transfer as the neighbouring school Westinghouse Academy has a neighbourhood similar to theirs, and it's not safe.
While still in Wilkinsburg, there happens to be a shooting. The kids have become more familiar with gang violence, and they say that it's not safe. This has resulted in schools installing metal detectors that check upon a student on entry if they are armed. The following day after the shooting, the school seems normal, but after the staff meeting, the teachers are told not to push the student because of the incident. The hosts get to meet a teacher named ms boyer, who has been in the school for over seventeen years and is devastated about its closure.
During the graduation and the last day of Wilkinsburg, the student shares a memoir of how the school has impacted them and invites their former teacher to give a commencement speech. He assures them that it's not their fault the school is closing.
